MARK BENEVOLENT FUND

The Mark Benevolent Fund is a registered charity which
)\ came into existence in 1868 on the suggestion of the
Reverend George Raymond Portal, Grand Master of the
Mark. His views on charity were far more radical and
progressive than the general thinking of the time. He felt
that for charity to be effective it had to be disbursed swiftly and
without the bureaucratic formalities of other Masonic charities. To him
it was wrong for there to be any delay in providing assistance to those
in need and his own Latin tag “Bis dat qui cito
dat” — he gives twice who gives promptly —
became, and still is, the principal guideline of

each St. John @

Ambulance Brigade District. A major (%" 4
grant of £1.6m to the RNLI provided —
a new Tamar Class Lifeboat at their
station at Angle in South West
Wales. Addenbrooke’s Hospital Trust received over £2m for machines
to help in the diagnosis of prostate cancer and a pledge of £2.6 million
has been made to Hope for Tomorrow Cancer Charity for the
purchase of mobile chemotherapy units throughout the UK, and so
the list goes on. This can only be achieved by your help.

For details on how to join go to www.southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk
or write to M. A. Jones, Mark Provincial Office, Bridgend Masonic Hall,
Coychurch Road, Bridgend CF31 2AP

Province of South Wales
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Your Introduction to
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For details on how to join go to www.southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk
or write to M. A. Jones, Mark Provincial Office, Bridgend Masonic Hall,
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Message from the
Provincial Grand Master

Dear Brother Freemasons,

This explanatory leaflet is meant to
provide you with some more
information about the Mark Order, its
origins and history as well as some
details about our Province of South
Wales. The South Wales Year Book
contains a wealth of information about
our Order but if you have a specific
query please contact the Mark
Provincial Office who will be pleased
to assist you.

Our Province of South Wales, though
far younger than the Craft Province,
was constituted in 1870 making it the
sixth oldest Mark Province and it
celebrates its 150" sesquicentenary in
2020. In terms of membership it is
the eighth largest, of the forty-two
provinces and twenty-six districts
abroad, in the Mark constitution.

If you do decide to become a Mark Master Mason, you become a member of
a worldwide organisation, with lodges to be found across the globe, from
Brazil and the South Caribbean in the west to Hong Kong, Singapore and
New Zealand in the east.

We are all members and supporters of the Craft but if you want to expand
your masonic horizons, Mark Masonry could be for you. I assure you of a
really warm welcome, good company and plenty of experienced Mark Master
Masons around to help and support you.

With the warmest and most fraternal regards and my best wishes.

Provincial Grand Master.
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Authority

The governing body of the Degree is the Grand Lodge of Mark Master
Masons, which has as its Grand Master His Royal Highness M W Bro Prince
Michael of Kent KCVO, and has a similar structure to that of United Grand
Lodge. Within the Province of South Wales we are honoured to have the very
popular Rt W Bro Thomas Richard Eirian Jones as our Provincial Grand
Master, he is ably supported by his Deputy, W Bro Paul Richard Calderwood
and Assistant W Bro Philip W. Davies. Within the Province of South Wales,
we have 32 Mark Lodges meeting in 19 centres with a total membership of
over 1,200 members.

Progression within the Degree

The Ceremony of Advancement allows full entry to all Master Masons of four
or more weeks standing, with access to the "ladder" leading to the Chair of
Adoniram. There are more Offices in the progression than in Craft Masonry,
but with only one Ceremony to learn, and that being of a less onerous nature
than those of other Degrees, Brethren find the efforts more pleasant, and
the results more readily achievable. This may be why the basis of the Degree
has always been considered a "happy" one! Candidates never fail to say how
agreeable they found the experience. Having completed the year as Master,
Provincial Grand rank is usually awarded after a further three years, with
Grand Rank available to the industrious.

Association with other Degrees

As can be reasonably expected, there is a ready intermixing of Brethren
among Masonic Degrees. It would be too tedious to name them all, but the
Mark Degree is honoured by the membership of the Craft Provincial Grand
Master, The Grand Superintendent of Provincial Grand Chapter of Royal Arch,
and many distinguished Brethren from other Degrees. A paradox is that the
Brotherly status from one Degree is not carried forward to another, hence a
Worshipful Brother in the Craft enters the Mark degree as a Brother, until
becoming a Worshipful Master in that degree.

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF
"”i SOUTH WALES MARK MASTER MASONS

ARE YOU READY TO ‘MAKE YOUR MARK'?

If you are a Master Mason, but not yet a member of the Mark Degree,
you will already have some knowledge of King Solomon's Temple, but
have you considered how it was built and by whom and what of the
problems that arose during its construction?

History of the Degree

The working of the Degree can be traced
back to the 1750's, when the ceremony was =
included in a Craft ritual, which even today
in Scotland and Ireland includes Royal Arch
and Mark masonry in completing the
credentials of Freemasons. The oldest Mark
Lodge in the Province of South Wales is
Langley Mark Lodge No. 28, a Cardiff Lodge [F
which obtained its warrant in June 1859, in |E&
the Scottish Constitution, just three years®
after the formation of Mark Grand Lodge, and eIeven years before the
constitution of Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons in
South Wales in 1870. Initially the Province represented Mark Master
Masons in the whole of South Wales, but the Province was partitioned
in June 1989, when the Province of Dyfed was formed. The Mark is
known as " the friendly degree' and today there are more than 1,500
Mark Lodges and over 60,000 Mark Masons worldwide

Working

The ceremony of the Degree is a simple story of operative Masons
working in the construction of King Solomon's Temple, and is a
dramatic piece which never fails to impress candidates, who are
“Advanced' into the Degree. Most rightly consider it to be an
advancement of knowledge obtained during the Fellow-Craft Degree

Www.southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk



WHY IS IT CALLED THE MARK DEGREE

Marks have been found on stones used in Ancient Egypt and
elsewhere, including castles, churches and in the cathedrals of Europe
built from 1100 onwards. -

Stained glass windows, carvings and
manuscripts give us some idea of the
methods of the mediaeval stone masons

Masons carved stones for ordinary building |
blocks, and also for decoration. It became
customary for stone masons to place marks
upon stones in the quarries. These Marks identified the work of a
particular mason for the payment of wages, and signified that the
stone was acceptable for use. Other marks indicated where a
particular stone might be placed within the structure. Here are some
examples of their Marks.

However from about 1640, men who were not stone masons began
to join lodges. These men became known as free and accepted
masons and the lodges became places of philosophical discussions,
resulting in the term "Speculative Masons".
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The Mark Degree contains many messages for the discerning man
and illustrates that the wisest of men can be mistaken, that the
experts are often wrong, that the weakest can display greater
perseverance than the strongest, that the insignificant has the
potential for distinction and that we all have a part to play in the
Building of Life. It is for each to put his own interpretation on the
message which the Degree proclaims, but there is a firm statement
that no man is beyond redemption, and the possibility of distinction is
always within our grasp.

Www.southwalesmarkmastermasons.co.uk

CEREMONIES AND REGALIAS

The ceremony of advancement to the degree of Mark Master Mason
centres on the traditional practice of choosing and using a
distinguishing mark to identify each craftsman's work, so that he may
be entitled to receive his wages. The themes of the degree include
regularity, diligence and discipline. The second degree of
Freemasonry encourages learning, and the Mark degree instructs how
that learning can be most usefully and judiciously employed for our
own honour and the benefit of our fellow man.

While motives may sometimes be misinterpreted, attainments
underrated and reputations traduced, the Mark degree demonstrates
the merits of persistence in the face of adversity, and the conviction
that truth will prevail. The Mark degree is one of hope and
encouragement. The ritual is built around a single verse from Psalm
118: "The stone which the builders refused is become the
headstone of the corner". It deals with the building of King
Solomon's Temple and the various Craftsmen employed, but the real
message is the contemplation of human strength and weakness.

.1 The regalia of the Mark Degree includes a special Masonic
8l apron with dark red and blue trim and a breast jewel showing
the keystone. Mark Lodges also have a special coin, known as
il a Mark penny, for the payment of wages.

On occasion a lecture is given using a tracing board, which

The tracing board includes the method of decoding the
Masonic cipher which was originally used to preserve the
secrecy of minutes and also
other writings in Freemasonry.
The decoding clue is based
upon the lines used in the game
"noughts and crosses "

Here is a S|mple example of encoding a
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